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This collection of essays written by The Curmudgeon, offers practical, honest and you need to know

this advice for surviving and thriving in a law firm. The book covers the basics of law practice and

law firm etiquette, from doing effective research and writing to dressing for success, dealing with

staff and clients and building a law practice. Concise, humorous and full of valuable (albeit

curmudgeonly) insight, this is a must-read for every newly minted law school graduate or new

lawyer.
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I don't know Mark Herrmann, but I feel his pain. Every attorney over 40 will recognize him/herself in

Mark's curmudgeonly advice to the next generation. Hopefully, every attorney under 30 will take

heed and follow unless they have a better mousetrap to offer (and those of us over 50 shouldn't

doubt that they do!). In the absence of that mousetrap, no young attorney could go wrong picking up

this book and heeding the advice from a very successful (and funny!) lawyer in his, ahem, middle

years; one who is generous enough to donate the proceeds from the sale of this book to the

American Bar Association.That said, here are my favorite "bits."THE C: Rule No. 10 from "How to

Fail as an Associate" -- So long as it's clearly marked "DRAFT," no one will care if its

incomprehensibleMY COMMENT: Nor, may I add, spell-checked. A memorable moment in one of

my own associate's short careers was this response to "why are there so many spelling errors in

this?" "Because," the associate replied, "I knew you'd revise it anyway so why should I bother?"THE

C: "What They Didn't Tell You in Law School" -- To be on the wire is life; the rest is waiting.MY



COMMENT: And don't think this applies only to the law. One of America's finest poets, W.S.

Merwin, passes along the following advice from one of his mentors, the great John Berryman:he

suggested I pray to the Museget down on my knees and prayright there in the corner and hesaid he

meant it literally . . . .
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